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Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall 
Vancouver BC Canada V6T 1Z2 

e: bruce.rusk@ubc.ca       w: brucerusk.com 
 
Employment 
– Associate Professor 

Department of Asian Studies, UBC 

 
Spring 

Resident Associate 
National Humanities Center, Durham, NC 

 
Fall 

Member of the School of Historical Studies 
Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton 

– Assistant Professor of Chinese Literature 
Department of Asian Studies, Cornell University 
Field membership: Asian Studies, East Asian Literature, History 

 
Spring 

Visiting Scholar/Research Group Member 
Max Planck Institute for the History of Scsience, Berlin (Research Group “Concepts and 
Modalities: Practical Knowledge Transmission”) 

– Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow 
Humanities Fellows Program & Department of Asian Languages, Stanford University 

– Teaching Assistant/Fellow 
Department of History, UCLA 

Education 
– University of California, Los Angeles 

Ph.D., History and M.A., History 
Dissertation: “Te Rooue Classicist: Feno Fano  1149–1566) and his Foroeries” 

– Princeton University 
Visiting student, Department of East Asian Studies 

– Inter-University Center, Yokohama, Japan 
Japanese language studies; Audited classes at Tokyo University 

 Middlebury College, Vermont 
Japanese language studies (summer program) 

– Inter-University Program, Taipei 
Modern and Classical Chinese language studies 

– University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada 
B.A., History Honours (Governor General’s Silver Medal) 
Tesis: “Chen  ue  1661–77) and the Critique of the Great Learning: Te Limits of 
Unorthodoxy in Late Imperial China” 
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Awards and Grants 
Cornell Chiano Chino-Kuo Foundation for Scholarly Exchanoe Workshop Grant, 2611, $1,666 

 declined because of schedule chanoe) 
Center for Chinese Studies, Taipei, Foreion Researcher Fellowship, 2616, approx. 
$25,666  declined) 
Max Planck Institute for the History of Science visitino scholar fellowship, 2616, approx. 
$96,666 

UCLA Dissertation Writino Fellowship, 2669–61 
Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada Doctoral Fellowship, 1448–
2661 
Center for Chinese Studies Summer Lanouaoe Fellowship, 1447 
Chancellor’s Fellowship, 1446–2661 

IUC Shoyu Club and Mitsubishi Fellowships, 2666–61 
UBC Governor General’s Silver Medal in Arts and J H Stewart Reid Medal, 1446 

University Scholarship, 1441–46 

Publications 
in progress Truth in Chaos: Authenticity and Its Opposites in Early Modern China. Monooraph 

studyino ideas and practices of falsifcation and verifcation, 15th – 18th centuries. 
in progress Te  raaen and the  orged: Te Imaginary  ronaes of the euande Emperor. Monooraph on 

connoisseurship, authentication practice, and material culture in Mino- ino China. 

forthcoming 
 

Introduction to online edition of Goulou feng bei,  uirin Press.  uirin Chinese Epigraphic 
and Calligraphy Sources. 

forthcoming 
 

“Where the Truth Lies: Evidence and Aroument in Late Imperial Debates about the 
Great Learning,” in Anne Cheno et al., eds., Uses and Abuses of the Great Learnino, 
Collèoe de France, Les conférences du Collèoe de France. 

 Critics and Commentators: Te Book of Poems as Classic and Literature. Monooraph 
tracino, from the 6th century BCE throuoh the 17th century CE, tensions and exchanoes 
between classicist and literary readinos of the earliest antholooy of Chinese verse. 
Harvard-Yenchino Monooraph Series, Harvard Asia Center. 

 “Artifacts of Authentication: People Makino Texts Makino Tinos in Late Imperial 
China,” in Antiquarianism and Intellectual Life in Europe and China, 1500–1800, ed. 
François Louis and Peter Miller, University of Michioan Press. 

 Review of Francesca Bray et al., Graphics and Text in the Production of Technical 
Knowledge in China  Brill, 2667), Revue de synthèse 2616/9. 

 “An Interpolation in Zhono Hono’s Shipin,” Journal of the American Oriental Society 128:9. 
 “Old Scripts, New Actors: European Encounters with Chinese Writino, 1556–1766,” East 

Asian Science, Technology and Medicine 26. 
 
 

“Not Written in Stone: Mino Readers of the Great Learning and the Impact of Foroery” 
Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 66/1. 
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Review of Chow Kai-wino, Publishing, Culture, and Power in Early Modern China 
 Stanford UP, 2661), Chinese Historical Review 12/1. 

Presentations 
 
December 

“Zheno He’s Termos: Mino Artifacts, Mino Relics, and Some Problems of Provenance,” 
East Asia Colloquium, School of Historical Studies, Institute for Advanced Study 

 
November 

“Puttino the Classics to the Test:  uestionino Textual Traditions in Examination 
Contexts,” Conference on Examination Literature, University of Massachusetts, Boston 

 
November 

“Does Mino Studies Have a Future”  roundtable), East Asia Prooram, Princeton 
University 

 
October 

“Inoot We Trust? Imaoinino Fake Silver in Early Modern China,” Lunchtime 
Colloquium, School of Historical Studies, Institute for Advanced Study 

 
March 

“Te Art of Confdence in the New  ook of Swindles,” Association for Asian Studies 
Annual Meetino, Toronto. 

 
November 

“Public Spaces in Beijino in Dijing jingwulüe,” Workshop on Sites of Sociability in 17th 
Century China, Yale University, New Haven. 

 
November 

“Reionmakers: Mino Imperial Production and Its Imitators,” China Project Workshop, 
Institute of Fine Arts, New York University. 

 
November 

“Imaoined into Existence: How the Mino- ino Art Market Made History,” Middlebury 
Colleoe, Middlebury, VT. 

 
June 

“Where the Truth Lies: Late Imperial Debates about the Great Learning,” Colloquium 
“Lectures et usaoes de la Grande Etude,” Collèoe de France, Paris. 

 
April 

“Imperial Production and the Culture of the Duplicate,” Association for Asian Studies 
Annual Meetino, Honolulu. 

 
March 

“Show and Tell: How to Visit a Mino Collection,” 66th Anniversary Conference, Cornell 
East Asia Prooram. 

 
February 

“Makino a Mark: Toward a Semiotics of Reion Marks on Late Imperial Manufactures,” 
Conference on “History with Chinese Characteristics: From Mino to Globalization,” 
University of Minnesota Center for Early Modern History, Minneapolis. 

 
October 

“Fabricatino Technolooy: Imaoinino Production in Early Modern China,” Science & 
Technolooy Studies Colloquium, Cornell. 

 
September 

“Dupian xinshu  New book of swindles),” Cornell Classical Chinese Colloquium. 

 
June 

“Chinese Nonsense,” Workshop on “Lapses, olitches, blunders—Goino astray in writino 
systems,” University of Zurich/Oechslin Library, Switzerland. 

 
May 

“Market Information in a 17th Century Guidebook to Beijino,” Workshop on News and 
Rumors in 17th Century China, Yale University, New Haven. 

 
April 

“Ceramics in Chinese Translation: Foroino Bronzes on a Jinodezhen Model,” Cultures of 
Ceramics in Global History, 1966 to 1866, University of Warwick, UK  not presented 
because of volcanic travel disruption). 
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April 

Invited commentary, “Borderlines and Intersections: Explorino Science and Society in 
Sono China,” Institute for the History of Natural Science/Max Planck Partner Group, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijino. 

 
January 

Roundtable participant, “Technolooical Cultures,” Max Planck Institute for the History 
of Science, Berlin. 

 
November 

“Circulation in the Troposphere: Classicism and Innovation in Chinese Poetics,” 
Institute for Asian Research, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada. 

 
October 

“What the Master Did not Hear: Te Songs of Chu as a Post-Canonical Classic,” New York 
Conference on Asian Studies, Ithaca. 

 
October 

“Pre-Modern Chinese Books: An Introduction,” Cornell University Library. 

 
March 

“Han Stele Inscriptions,” Cornell Classical Chinese Colloquium. 

 
May 

“Antiques that Never Grow Old: A Curious History of the Xuande Bronzes,” China 
before Print/Literature & Cultural History in Early Modern E. Asia, U. of Chicaoo. 

 
January 

“Immaterial Sources: Rereadino the Histories of Mino Bronzes,” Needham Research 
Institute, Cambridoe, Enoland. 

 
April 

“Te Illeoible Truth: Readino Ancient Scripts in the Late Mino,” Association for Asian 
Studies Annual Meetino, Chicaoo. 

 
March 

“Artifacts of Authentication: People Makino Texts Makino Tinos in Late Imperial China 
Antiquarianism and the Early Modern Aoe, Bard Graduate Center, New York. 

 
November 

“Te Tianyi oe as a Daoist Library,” Mino Studies Group, Princeton University. 

 
December 

“Old Scripts, New Actors: Mino Philolooy before the Jesuits,” Princeton Workshop on 
Global Science and Comparative History. 

 
April 

“Paleooraphy and Archaic Scripts in Sixteenth-Century China,” Annual meetino of the 
Association for Asian Studies, Washinoton DC. 

 
April 

“Te Case of the  in Seals: Skepticism and Authority in Mino China,” presented at 
“Beyond Belief,” Townsend Center for the Humanities, UC Berkeley. 

 
February 

“Criticism and Authenticity in Mino Shijing Studies,” Columbia University Graduate 
Student Conference on East Asia. 

 
September 

“Book Learnino in the Mid-Mino: Yano Shouchen  1125–1184) and his Approach to 
Textual Studies,” Western Conference of the Association for Asian Studies, Boise, ID. 

 
May 

“Private Collection and Scholarly Property: Te Tianyi oe and Mino Private Libraries,” 
California Chinese History Graduate Student Symposium, UCLA. 

Courses Taught 
 S Introduction to China  ASIAN 2212) 

Introduction to Classical Chinese II  CHLIT 2211) 
 F Introduction to Confucianism  ASIAN 9916/RELST 9916) + oraduate add-on 

Introduction to Classical Chinese I  CHLIT 2219) 
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 S Introduction to China 
Introduction to Classical Chinese II 

 F Script and Culture in East Asia  ASIAN 2264/ARTH 2461/HIST 2841) + oraduate add-
on 
Late Imperial Literary Prose  CHLIT 1166/6666) 

 S Introduction to China / Moodle CMS Teachino Technolooy Pilot 
Introduction to Classical Chinese II 

 F Script and Culture in East Asia / Moodle CMS Teachino Technolooy Pilot 
Readinos in Classical Chinese Literature  CHLIT 9967) 

 S Introduction to China 
Introduction to Classical Chinese II 

 F Methods in Chinese Studies  ASIAN 197/611) 
Stories of Deception  FWS) / Confuence wiki Teachino Technolooy Pilot 

 S Introduction to China 
Commerce and Culture in Late Imperial China  ASIAN 167/667) 

 F Technolooies of Knowledoe  ASIAN 952/COM L 992) 
Readinos in Classical Chinese Literature 

Graduate Advising 
E. Asian Lit. Minor member: Annetta Fotopoulos, Eileen Vo, Zhu Jinjino, John Phan  2612),  ian 

Kun  2664) 

History Minor member: Peter Lavelle  2612) 

M.A. Committee Member: Shao Wenteno  2612), Donomino DeAnoelis  2612) 

University Service 
– Cornell Library Humanities Research Collections Committee 
 Cornell East Asian Literature Graduate Field, Prooram Assessment Committee 
– Co-oroanizer, Cornell Classical Chinese Colloquium  monthly readino oroup) 
 Fellowship Committee, Cornell East Asia Prooram 
– M.A. admission reader, Field of Asian Studies, Cornell 

Steerino Committee Member, 2664 NY Conference on Asian Studies 
Editorial Board Member, Cornell East Asia Series 

– Fulbrioht/IIE Selection Committee, East Asia, Einaudi Center, Cornell 
– Cornell Colleoe of Arts and Sciences, Underoraduate Admissions Reader 

Supplementary Information 
Professional 
Affiliations 

Society for Mino Studies, Board Member 2662–61, 2666–64; Webmaster, 2616– 
Association for Asian Studies 
American Historical Association 
American Oriental Society 

Languages Modern Standard Chinese, Classical/Literary Chinese, Japanese, French; knowledoe of 
German 

 


